As experience grew, the survival of transplants between genetically similar pairs (sibling-sibling or Parent-child) was found to be better than when donor ap|d recipient were unrelated (Murray & Barnes 1968 , ^ Barnes et al 1971) . In the unrelated group there were a proportion of outstandingly successful transplants which might have been due to chance similarity in the antigenic make-up of donors and recipients. There was ^ therefore a need for tests which would identify suitahle donor-recipient pairs.
The identification of the Hu-1 (later HL-A) system leucocyte antigens (Dausset et al 1965 (Dausset et al , 1966 
